
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oving Neighbourhood Plan 

 
Note of a meeting of the Oving Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group held on June 11, 

2021 at Shopwyke Manor Farm, Shopwhyke 

 

Present 

 

Colin Buchanan                   (Oving village) 

Dominic Akers-Douglas      (Shopwhyke) 

Rod Hague                          (Oving village) 

Cllr Simon Oakley               (Districe and County Councillor) 

John Pitts                             (Woodhorn) 

Stephen Quigley (chairman) (Merston) 

Clive Sayer                         (Oving village) 

 

Also attended 

 

Joe Crossley. Obsidian 

 

1. Apologies for absence 

 

Katie Akerman                     (Shopwhyke) 

Vic Davey                            (Silver Lakes, Drayton)       

 

2. Welcome 

 

Councillor Vic Davey had accepted an invitation to join the SG                         

 

3. Venue  

 

SQ thanked DA-D for allowing the SG the use of his premises for the meeting. 

 

4. Declarations of interest 

 

RH and JP  registered an interest as tenants of land that could be affected by the NP. 

SO registered an interest as a member of WSCC and CDC  

 

5. Follow up action on previous meeting  

 

- Article on the progress of the ONP would be published in the June edition of ODN 

along with an update of feedback from the Vision and Objectives consultation. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Viability of village shop. See under 6. Draft policy ideas 

 

- Terra firma had been commissioned to produce landscape assessment covering gaps 

in the existing district wide assessment.  Report expected end July. Among other 

things it will help with designation of local green space. 

 

- An on line meeting with Locality’s agent for Technical Support, AECOM, to start 

the process of setting design standards and codes, had taken place on May 17. Next 

action was an Inception meeting to discuss the scope of AECOM’s support.   

 

- OH had produced a refined quote for further support. 

 

- Paul Kopecek had accepted the invitation to join the Environment and Heritage task 

group.  

 

6. Draft policy ideas 

 

No new written papers were tabled. 

 

Under Getting About there was discussion on cycle and pedestrian paths.  

 

There were several options for routes to Chichester and connectivity across the 

parish. SUSTRANS with whom CB was already in touch could provide maps 

showing the gaps in the existing parish networks. Options for routes included through 

new developments such as Shophwhyke Lakes and AL3; a northern route via 

Tangmere and Maudlin; a southern route following the flood relief canal or the 

Chichester Arundel canal.  

 

There were county design guides for the construction of paths.  

 

An important issue was getting landowners’ permission for routes over their land.  

 

Responsibility for such projects rested with the county’s Public Right of Way officer.   

 

Under Environment and Heritage, it was reported that CDC’s Environment Wildlife 

Officer was recommending the wildlife corridor, currently shown to the east of 

HOV17, be moved west to fall within the site. This raised the possibility that the site 

might be excluded from development on that ground alone. 

 

The criteria for designating Local Green Space for inclusion in the plan were set out 

in the February 2019 NPPF page 29, paras 99-100. Among them: 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Is the land reasonably close to the community it serves? 

 Is it demonstrably special to the local community for its beauty, historical value, 

recreational value etc? 

 Is it local in character, not just a tract of land? 

 

On the viability of a village shop, CS reported on a meeting with the chairman of the 

Fittleworth shop management committee to review how the three year venture was 

proceeding and what lessons could be learned for Oving. He would be submitting a 

short paper. Among the essentials of success is finding a person to take on the venture 

with commercial grasp, energy and persistence and who was ambitious. It was noted 

that it could face competition from a shop at AL3 and/or Shopwhyke Lakes.  

 

7. Timeline 

 

It was decided to see what progress could be made on the policies (Environment and 

Heritage, Leisure and Community, Getting About) before fixing the timing of OH’s 

work and the start date for the Regulation 14 consultation. September 1 for the former 

and November 1 for the latter might be ambitious but for now were the targets.     

 

8. Next action 

 

 Produce written policy ideas within the three areas under review: all members  

 Ask Sustrans for maps showing cycle and pedestrian routes in the parish: CB  

 Advise OH on provisional dates for work on policies and other assignments: SQ 

 Arrange meeting with AECOM (Ben Castell) re design codes: SQ 

 Paper on Fittleworth shop: CS 

 Update Vision and Objectives in light of feedback: SQ 

 

9  Date of next meeting 

 

Friday July 9, 2021 at 09:30. Venue, Jubilee Hall    


