
 

 

 

 

 

 

Getting about policy  

Draft of February 11, 2022 

GAOV1  Active and Sustainable Travel 

Introduction/ purpose  

Oving parish consists of the village of Oving and the hamlets of Drayton, 

Merston, Shopwhyke, and Colworth. There is also the recent large development 

at Shopwhyke Lakes to the north of Shopwhyke Road and a new development 

under construction to the south. 

Communication among these population centres and with Chichester consists of 

mostly and often narrow unclassified roads. There are no cycle or pedestrian 

paths, paved or otherwise, to speak of and public transport except for the 700 

that runs along the A259 is minimal.  

Improved connectivity within the parish and with nearby settlements including 

Chichester, Tangmere, Barnham and Bognor Regis is the top priority of the 

neighbourhood plan.  

Background   

Critical connections 

Chichester city centre.  A27 to the North and West is a significant barrier 

Chichester bus station   

Railway stations at Chichester and Barnham 

Places of employment 

Leisure, eg Everyone Active at Westgate, Goodwood etc 

St Richard’s hospital  

Nearest major food retail and post office: Portfield (Sainsbury, Lidl, Aldi);   



 

 

 

 

 

 

Tangmere (Coop)  

Other cycle paths, eg South coast cycle path and Centurion / Salterns  Way. 

Schools: The March C of E Primary School at Westhampnett, Boxgrove C of E 

Primary School, and Tangmere Primary Academy 

If a cycle route into Chichester can be created, access to the city’s secondary 

and primary schools can be safe. 

Medical and dental surgeries in Tangmere  

Current status of facilities for people movement 

Over 98% of journeys are currently undertaken by car. 

The only useable cycle path/ footpath connects Oving village with Tangmere. 

There are a number of official footpaths for walking, but none provide a 

connection to core activity areas within or outside the parish. Most are 

impassable during winter or wet weather. 

There is an infrequent bus service with uncovered stops. 

There are two cycle paths (National cycle route 2) via the A259 and one via 

Maudlin that can be used to access Chichester but with many unsafe 

interruptions and significant extra distance. WSCC cycle routes include minor 

single track roads used as rat runs and unsafe for cycling. 

 

Policy GAOV1  Active and Sustainable Travel 

A. The Neighbourhood Plan identifies the existing Active and Sustainable 

Travel Network, as shown on the Policies Map, for the purpose of supporting 

active and sustainable travel in the Parish.   

B. Development proposals on land that lies within or adjacent to the Network 

should retain, and where practicable, enhance the functionality of the Network 



 

 

 

 

 

 

by virtue of their layout, means of access and landscape treatment.  

C. Proposals that will harm the functioning or connectivity of the Network will 

not be supported. 

D. Bus shelters need to be designed to comply with their setting. Shelters in a 

conservation area will differ from those in or close to a modern housing estate. 

Supporting text 

The overall policy is to provide easy, convenient and safe connectivity between 

key areas. This is to be read in conjunction with the map xxxx. This will be 

achieved by   

1. A network of dual purpose foot/cycle paths of all weather capability. These 

are shown on map. Xxxx .highlighted in red. 

For these to be used they have to connect safely with the Critical Connections. 

This will entail working with CDC and other parish councils to ensure joined up 

connectivity. 

This will also involve working with landowners and may call for compulsory 

purchase if needed. 

Marsh Lane and Colworth Lane will be closed to through traffic and gates will 

be used to enable resident and emergency service access. 

The parish will work WSSC and CDC as they prepare their update to the 2016 

to 2026 Sussex Walking and Cycling strategy. Internet reference? 

2. Bus stops and routes will be sited at strategic locations including junctions of 

footpaths where feasible 

Stops will be covered 

The parish would work with bus companies, other transport providers and other 

parishes, eg Tangmere, to provide a more frequent service.  There may be a case  

for commissioning private minibus operators in conjunction with other parishes. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Bus routes to be altered, in particular no.55 to no longer terminate in Tangmere 

but continue to Shopwyke (Longacreas Way and then north) 

3. The parish will support the installation of electric charging points and 

appropriate car parking for electric cars, as well as basic bicycle 

charging/maintenance facilities. 

The policy will require development proposals to ensure that schemes do not 

harm the functioning or connectivity of the network but sustain and where 

possible, enhance it. The policy will also seek contributions for public realm 

improvements and traffic mitigation measures.  

The Policies Map will enable applicants to determine if their proposals should 

take this policy into account. Where proposals include provision for 

landscaping, new means of access or new layouts, there may be an opportunity 

to relate the land better to the network and/or improve the attractiveness of rural 

routes. At the very least, the policy requires that proposals that will undermine 

the existing value of the network will be refused permission. 

References 

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/about-the-council/policies-and-

reports/roads-and-travel-policy-and-reports/west-sussex-walking-and-

cycling-strategy-2016-2026/ 

Issues 

The key to the policy is to convert the policy aspirations into a map which 

clearly identifies the full extent of the existing walking, cycling, and public 

transport routes and highlights opportunities for improvement to existing routes, 

opportunities for new connections, as well as hazardous crossing points where 

public realm improvements and traffic mitigation measures are required to 

enhance the safety of the active and sustainable transport environment. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


