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Local Green Space 

 

Introduction/ purpose  

The NPPF states that ‘‘the designation of land as Local Green Space through 

local and neighbourhood plans allows communities to identify and protect green 

areas of particular importance to them.’’ In addition: The Local Green Space 

designation should only be used where the green space is:  

(a) in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves;  

(b) demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local 

significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance, 

recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its 

wildlife; and is 

(c) local in character and not an extensive tract of land.  

A designation has the policy effect of the equivalence of the Green Belt in terms 

of the definition of ‘inappropriate development’, consistent with paragraph 

103and 147 of the NPPF and of the ‘very special circumstances’ tests in the 

NPPF when determining planning applications located within a designated 

Local Green Space. 

Background 

Oving Parish Council engaged consultants terra firma in June 2021 to 

undertake a parish study to establish if there were areas that could be proposed 

for designation that met the NPPF criteria. The study concluded that there were 

eight such areas and these are accordingly included in the Oving 

Neighbourhood Plan. See Appendix OVEV1. 

OVEV1 

 

Proposals for inappropriate development in a Local Green Space will only be 

supported in very special circumstances. 



 

 

 

 

 

This policy designates 5 or 8 Local Green Spaces in accordance with paragraphs 

101 – 102 of the NPPF.  

 

The SG must contact the landowners to seek their views on your proposal to 

designate their land. In the event that they object, it is likely an examiner will 

reject the designation unless there is a robust case presented as to why it should 

be retained 

References 

Terra firma reports on Local Green Space and Oving Landscape Capacity 

(December 2021) 

OVEV2 Nature Recovery and Climate Change 

A.  The Parish contains a variety of green and blue infrastructure that provides 

an environmental support system for the community and wildlife. The 

Neighbourhood Plan designates this as a Network, as shown on the Policies 

Map, for the purpose of promoting nature recovery and for mitigating and 

adapting to climate change. The Network comprises the Westhampnett to 

Pagham Harbour Wildlife Corridor (as proposed).  

SG to name here other key features of the network including any nature 

conservation areas, rifes, woodland, trees, hedgerows, and other land of 

biodiversity value. 

B. Development proposals that lie within or adjoining the Network are required 

to have full regard to maintaining and improving the functionality of the 

Network in the design of their layouts and landscaping schemes, and deliver a 

minimum 10% net gain in biodiversity value. 

C. Proposals that will lead to the loss of land lying within the Network and that 

will undermine its integrity will be resisted. Development proposals that will 

lead to the extension of the Network, will be supported, provided they are 

consistent with all other relevant policies of the development plan. 

 

Supporting text 

The policy defines the presence of green and blue infrastructure assets in the 

Parish. By doing so it supports CLP Policies 48, 49 and 52 on the Natural 

Environment, Biodiversity and Green Infrastructure. Its purpose is linked with 



 

 

 

 

the vision and principles of green infrastructure in the district of defining a 

network of green infrastructure assets in the neighbourhood plan area as a 

means of providing environmental support for the community and wildlife. 

These assets will be maintained and added to throughout the Neighbourhood 

Plan area and will be the means by which nature recovery, biodiversity net gain, 

improving habitat connectivity and sequestering carbon through woodland 

planting will be delivered. 

The Network will become more valuable over time, and although the majority 

of these features are physically attached to enable habitat connectivity, some 

features of the Network are not. This does not devalue their integral biodiversity 

or recreational value and at some point in the future an opportunity may arise to 

achieve similar connectivity. The Neighbourhood Plan also signals to the 

Responsible Authority that it should consider the role of this Network in the 

future Local Nature Recovery Strategy for the area.  

Note to SG 

Note the recent announcement by CDC 

https://www.chichester.gov.uk/article/36062/Ground-breaking-project-to-

protect-wildlife-given-green-light .  

The SG should prepare a Nature Recovery Report which defines the key features 

of the network and prepare a nature recovery map based on the Green 

Infrastructure guidance issued on page 10 of the Scoping Session note   
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