
 

 

 

Heritage and Landscape policies 

Draft of February 11, 2022 

OVHL1 Local Landscape Character and Quality 

OVHL2 Local Heritage assets 

OVHL3 Important views 

OVHL4 Dark skies 

 

Introduction/ purpose 

Oving Parish has a rich heritage dating back to pre-history times both in terms 

of structures, buildings, landscape, views and landscape features. There are 

notable medieval, Georgian and Victorian buildings, industrial archaeology, 

distinctive landscape details and views of the South Downs and prominent 

buildings. The Neighbourhood Plan provides the opportunity to draw attention 

to this heritage, encourage awareness and stimulate ways in which these assets 

might be further promoted, supported and protected. See Policies Map 

OVHL1 Local Landscape Character and Quality 

 

A. All development proposals should demonstrate that they have had full regard 

to conserving and enhancing the culturally and historically important local 

landscape character of the parish (See OVHL3 Important views) 

B. Where development is proposed there is a requirement to retain and/or 

enhance the following landscape features and characteristics through sensitive 

design, mitigation and enhancement measures, to successfully integrate new 

development into the local landscape: 

i. Features that contribute to a green infrastructure and distinctive character 

within settlements including the locally distinctive pattern and species, 

composition of natural and historic features such as trees, hedgerows, 

woodlands, meadows, field boundaries, the rife system and other water bodies, 

and rural lanes (See OVEV2 Nature Recovery) 

ii. The Westhampnett to Pagham Harbour Strategic Wildlife Corridor (as 

proposed), footpath connections and other green links that do, or could, connect 

the site to form part of an integrated green infrastructure network; (See OVEV2 

Nature Recovery and OVGA1 Getting About)  

iii. The setting of Oving Conservation area and the transition between the 

settlement fringe, the open countryside and the landscape gap between the 



 

 

village and any proposed development East of Chichester (See OVH2 Oving 

Conservation Area) 

iv. Other important or locally distinctive views as defined in the Design Code, 

(See OVHL3 Important views) 

v. Areas of tranquillity and areas of intrinsically dark skies. (See OVHL4) 

Supporting text 

This policy is intended to refine various development management policies in 

the Local Plan by making clear the obligation on planning applicants to show 

that they have acknowledged, understood and responded to the landscape 

character of the Parish, and the relevant design guidelines set out in the Oving 

Design Code.   

The local landscape is characterised by open large-scale arable fields with 

straight drainage ditch systems, a low density of hedgerows and hedgerow trees 

with occasional shelterbelts. There are views throughout the parish to the South 

Downs including features such as Halnaker Windmill, The Trundle, Goodwood 

House and the Goodwood Racecourse Grandstand.  

Horticultural development adjoins the area with some reservoirs and areas of 

polytunnels. The area contains the village of Oving and some low-density 

hamlets including the traditional hamlet at Merston strung out along Marsh 

Lane and some individual farms. Other small hamlet areas include Drayton, 

Shopwyke and Colworth, although Shopwyke has a fast increasing level of 

housing. 

The area is crossed by the line of the former Arundel to Chichester Canal, the 

Chichester Flood Relief Channel and the railway line between Chichester and 

Brighton. The A259 road connecting Chichester and Bognor Regis cuts through 

the area and the northern perimeter of the parish is bounded by the A27 trunk 

road. 

Note to SG 

Now that the Design Code has been prepared, the SG may conclude the 

combination of policies OVH1, OVHL3, OVHL4 and OVEV2 make policy 

OVHL1 largely redundant, in which case it could be deleted.  

If the policy is retained, the characteristics listed in the policy will need to be 

described in the supporting text and mapped by the SG to give effect to the 

policy. This will provide the guidance needed by planning officers when they 

consider planning applications.   



 

 

OVHL2 Local Heritage assets 

A. The Neighbourhood Plan identifies 21 non-designated Local Heritage Assets 

as included in the Local heritage Asset List in Appendix OVHL2, by way of 

their positive contribution to the character and heritage of the parish.  

B. Proposals should identify the significance of local heritage assets identified 

in Appendix OVHL2 and seek to conserve and enhance their special interest. 

Note to SG: 

The Heritage and landscape Group will need to prepare a report which assesses 

each of the candidate local heritage assets and contact the owners of the asset to 

confirm your intention to locally list the asset. If they reject the proposal it is 

unlikely the local listing will be successful. Refer to page 11 of the Scoping 

Session Note  

OVHL3 Important views 

A. The Neighbourhood Plan identifies Important Views as illustrated in the 

Design Code and on the policy map.  Development proposals that are located 

within or immediately adjoining an Important View will only be supported if it 

can be demonstrated that the key features of the view can continue to be 

enjoyed including the significant views of Chichester Cathedral, areas of 

landscape and the juxtaposition of the village edge and surrounding countryside.  

B. Proposals will not be supported which comprise buildings or other 

structures, the height and/or mass of which will obstruct or undermine an 

Important View. 

 

Supporting text 

 

It is important that all new development is well designed, in order to protect 

the existing character of the Parish. The Design Code identifies a series of views 

from public vantage points within the parish that are considered especially 

important by local people in defining the relationship between the village and 

the surrounding countryside. Particular note has been taken of a number of long 

distant views as well as views within the parish. 

 

The policy requires that proposals recognise and take account of these 

Important Views in their design, and where appropriate accord with the 

requirements of Local plan Policy 47 and 48 which require that development 

successfully integrates into the landscape.  



 

 

OVHL4 Dark skies 

A. All development proposals should be designed to minimise the occurrence of 

light pollution. The Parish Council will expect such schemes to employ energy-

efficient forms of lighting that also reduce light scatter and comply with the 

current guidelines established for rural areas by the Institute of Lighting 

Professionals (ILP). 

B. Proposals for all development will be expected to demonstrate how it is 

intended to prevent light pollution. Information on these measures must be 

submitted with applications, and where a development would potentially impact 

on light levels in the area, an appropriate lighting scheme will be secured by 

planning condition.  

Supporting text 

Oving and the hamlets have never had street lighting installed. As a result, the 

undeveloped parts of the parish enjoy relatively low light levels. These enable 

residents to appreciate the night sky and the darkened landscape and to control, 

to a large extent, the amount of light that illuminates their properties at night. 

Low light levels are an important benefit to wildlife because there is minimal 

disturbance to the regular patterns of nocturnal insects, birds and mammals 

 


